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f American colleges
do not require any
ice pedagogy training in
dergraduate, choral Music
ducation curriculum.
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CONCEPT 1: SUPPORT
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reath + Support

O: Support 1s a
nsation,
ot the breath itself.
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SONCEPT 2A: Larynx Stability
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nasal cavity

alveolar ridge

oral cavity

tongue

hyoid bone

Vocal Iract Anatomy

hard palate

thyroid cartilage

vocal folds
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IWerage Soprano ITransitions
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IWeraoce Viezzo/Alto Transitions
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mverage ITenor ITransitions
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IWerage baritone ITransitions
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1fic goal of knowing
SIng registers and
register transitions is to
imize their audible presence
~1n the singing sound.

V’. [ . . \ \
B
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2B: VOWELS
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Viocal Tract Vowel Shapes
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Viocal Tract Vowel Shapes

How Do | Sing That? Basics of Voice Pedagoqy

Neal Woodruff. DMA Olivet Nazarene University
nwoodruf@olivet.edu

14



RESONANCE: FREE vs.
FORCED

ave a resonant frrequency.

¢ vocal tract is the primary resonator,
1plifying or dampening the fundamental
h) produced by the vocal folds.

> vocal tract shape 1s malleable — the

el shape 1s a primary variable. The shape
of the vowel is used to “tune” the vocal tract
to the harmonics (overtones) of the
fundamental.
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Relative Intensity (dB)

Voice Formants

With extra
singing
formant

Without extra
formant (speaking)

1000 2000 3000
Frequency (Hz)

After Sundberg, The Acoustics of the Singing Voice
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Voice Formants

Singing voice of
-~ tenor Jussi
Bjorling, showing
prominent
Drc:ll"narj.rr’":" -7 singing formant.
speach }( T
Orchestral
accompaniment
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After Sundberg, The Acoustics of the Singing Voice
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2C: VOCALIZING
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[=]
[=]

[=]

ization Tendencies

DESCENDING
VOCALIZES

20%

Emphasize head-
dominant sounds
Minimize
differences between
registers
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Vocalizing for traditional
choral singing

ise in the mid-range
e lower
e exercise slightly higher (3™, etc)

Is to smooth register transitions, and

e muscles of the voice to progressively
stretch and relax, instead of stretching to the

- “point of no return.”

LIS
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ud Vocalizes

CONCERNS

@ Forcing/straining
s Magnify problems
= Tension

@ Mask small problems
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| 'u‘ [t Vocalizes

CONCERNS

= Collapse vocal tract
s Magnify tensions
s Breathiness

) line = Dampen resonance
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staccato Vocalizes

CONCERNS

@ Out of control
= Limit openness

5 Too fast; muddy
breathiness articulation
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v/Ioegato Vocalizes

CONCERNS

= Increased “weight”

5 Too much demand on
~ breath

oreath flow = Fatigue

tension

ibrato m Straight-tone
| @ Lack of mobility
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itch Vocalizes

CONCERNS

o ® Vocal strain

= Eliminate ease of low
pitches

@ Difficulty switching to
chest/belt registration
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~Pitch Vocalizes

CONCERNS

= Limit upper range

= Pushed sounds

a Amplify register
breaks

@ flatting
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ard Vowel Vocalizes

CONCERNS

Adds harshness or nasality
Constriction

Raised larynx

Magnify register changes
Difficult open vowels
Lack of line/legato
Release back jaw tension Nasality

Tongue tension
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tk Vowel Vocalizes

CONCERNS

= Muffled/swallowed
tone

| Flatting
e “edginess” ® Too much “weight”

O ¢ = Difficult to articulate
consonants
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ylication for Young Voices

ge motor skill classes, Music Together, Kindermusik

development of head regi posture, breathing (gentle). Simple,

nglish songs, fun to sing.. Sounds are likely to be breathy and

-tone. Range will be limited, but will go up more than down. Not
Ib/abdomen control, so air 1s crucial. Technical vocal practice 15-

bove, but a bit more range, volume, breath control. Work for

y and increased sensory awareness. If breathiness persists begin
to suggest that it 1s not necessary, but not too much pressure in the larynx.
May begin to address “chest” sounds. 20 minutes, but at modest volume
and pitch.
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any teens are physically'mature. Continue to train
0 recall a particular kind of sound ideal. Gradually
egit” and classical. 30 minutes

11l young for heavy classical singing. CCM is doable, but
~ should be limited. Continue to develop and encourage head
- register. 30-60 minutes
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